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RESOLLUTTON OF TUR . :
. NAVAJO TRiIBAL COUTC;L
Urﬁlnq autherizatior oy Conpress of the Navajo Indian
rripsilon ¥Project and Tic Sun cunn-Caana vr ojCCt in
Now llexico and androving in p;Lucxplc 1c31¢l“tlon
proposcd ror this purpose
VIIERLAS: .
ol 1. - The Congress of the United States by Public Law .
2 “th Congress, 2d Sesizion, 43 U.S.C. § 620, has authorized

v

1
. Upper Colomeo Rlvcr Sto*age Project, hnlcb includces the
Navajo Dono in New ifexico, and has appropriated funds for the
actual construction of thls dam; but has not yot authorized
the proposed Navajo Indian Ix rlgﬂtlon Project, which, however,

'+ is listed in Public Lawv 4853 fo* priority of study by the Secre=
ii, tary of the Interior in order to determine its feasibility for
.+ later authorization as a participating project of the Upper :
'+ Colorado River Storage Pxoject, and ' S

2. The principal justification for construction of
the Navajo Dam is to provide a water supply for the prcposed
Navajo Indian Irrigation Progect and for industrial and municie
p«l uses in the San Juan Rlv basia in Xew lMexico, arnd )

FRX 3. In oxrder for rhe members of the Navajo Tribe,

row comprising 85,000 peonle, to attain a standard of living

i ;equﬁl To that engoyed by the majoriiy of the other iLzerican
" citizens, not oanly prowmpt construction oif the L“VAJO India
. . -

ion Project, but also the greatest possible industrizl

et
v
"~

: i
- aevelopment in the San-Juan River Basin oa and “agacent to

toe Xavajo Indian Resaervation are essentizl, and

/ , 4. 1In reuurn for the generous support oi the State

' of New lexico for the proposed VngJO Indian Irrigztion Pro-~ .

. Ject, and in recogrnition of the fact vhat the mﬁxzuun'ecoao:ic
develorment of all paris of Kew lexico is a beanerlit to all

. civizens of New chico including Kavajo citizens o? New

N :ECIICO, tae Navejo Teibel Aan;n-st:ﬁu101 has supporied :
1eauthorizaction of the n*ovoaed San Juan~Chama Traaszountail i 0

Diversion 2t the sare time the Ng avejo Incian Ix

i igztion
i Projoet io authorizoed, znd
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5., While tho original Teusi%ilily Penort on the pro—
posed Navajo Indinn IJ*lgn:ioz Lrojaat, dated Janvary L3533,
cortamplated a 137,L50-acre projoct, 25,640 acros of whieh
»2re to e for DOh—Iﬁ(ldu usig, further sxiudy, entodiced in a
supplainental report dated larchs1957, has shiown tnat roducing

a2 total acreage to o not arca of 110,630 acres malking use
of tho best lands availabie for irrvigation purposes under
Navajo Dam, both on and off the present Navajo Indian Reser-—
vartion, and resorving the entire project for exclusivo Navod

iacian use, would result in a much more fessible project wi
a greatly AHP"OV“d cost~bonefit ratio, in increasaed availi-
bility of water for indusitrial us iu Tn2 San Juan River Rasia

. in YNew Mexico, and consequently in greater ovaer-all penefit

to th2 Navajo pecople. Such plan would 'involve transfer of ap-
D;oxlmately 14,360 acres o rederal public domain, 580 acres
of New liexico State land, and 4,320 acres of pr1V°tely—owned
acd of noa-India to Indian Rcservat*on status, so tnat the
Project could bho ekClUSlely for Navajo use, qnd the provisions
of Public Law 485 and tho Leavitt Act would be applicable
thercto.  Such plan has been approved by the Advisory Com=
mittee of the Navajo ‘Dribal Council on January 9, ¢907 by
acsolution No, ACI~1l~ ~7, which contemplated an eac“hnﬂu of
non-irrigable lands of the prosent T'v 230 Indian Reszsyvation
the irrigable off-reservation lauds neccded Tor the Pro-

»
-

CL

ect, oxr in the alternative, purchase of the off-reservation
ands by the Navajo Tribe and their transfer into trust sta=
us by Federal legls ation. Further study, however, has
hown that the plan of exchange is impractical because of

he population - -displacement it would create but that DUT-
nese is feasible; and accordingly, the Advisory Ccmmittee
as authorized initiation of a Tribal land purchase progran

to acquire the oif-reservation portions of the propcsed
\av jo Indian Irrigation Project, and has authorized the
xpenditure of Tribal funds for phat purpose, and

N

6. It appears feasible at this time to proceed with

construction of only the initizl phase of the proposed Sun

Juzn~-Chama Project, with an-average annual diversion reguire~-
meat of 110,000 acre feet, building the tunnel to sufficient
size, bowover, to accommodate the originally proposed czonual
dierSLOn of 235,000 acre fect so that further sta gbs or t

roject may be hutno*lzed without excessive cost when and i
»uc" become foasible, and

ey
Hh @

v

7. Tho Interstate Strecam Commission of New Mexico
approved tuae plan for roducing arnd counsolidating the area of
thic proposod Navajo Indian Irrigation Project, acd o purchazse

0o
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and transfer to trust status of the cfl-reservation lands
required thervefor, and of simultanzous cuthorizuetion of ihe i
initial stage of the San Ju:n-Chura Pocizcl, in 4 mheling in
FarmingTon on October 17, 1ud7. Lt seia sect.nr, ihe [nter-
statec Streanm Commission approved proposcd lepgislation for Cone! .
gress o acconmplish this purpose wnd furither to provide for 1§
1

ejqual priority of water rights for tiie revised Navajo Indian :
irrigation Projcct and the initial stage of the San Juan-Chama

Projeccet, and appointed the State Ingincer and the Conm;ssion’s\
legal advisor to worl with representatives of the Navajo Tribo ||
and the Department of the Interior to make further refincuents w
in the proposed legislaticn, aznd

8. The State Engincer of New Mexico and the legal
advisor to tho New Mexico interstatle Stircam Coumission met in
Phoenix, Arizona, on November 5, 1957, with the Solicitor of
the Department o* the Interior, the Flcld Solicitor and th
Irrigation Engineer from the Gallup Arca Office of thc Bureau
of Indian Afifairs, and the Assistant General Counscl of the
Navajo Tribe, and agreed on a draft of *eglglaylog to autho=
rize simultancously the Yavago Indian Irrigation Project and
the initial stage of the-San Juan-Chama Project. Such draft,

. with revisions in sections 4 and 7 is attached to ihis reso-

lution, aad

9. Subsequent to this meeting, the State IEagincer

sof New lexico and his advisers have mei with the Chairman of
. the Navajo Tribal Couancil and his advisers and represenuab*ves

©of the Bureau of Indian Affairs to discuss revision of sec:iions
4 and 7 of the proposed legislation so as to provide FTor the
sharing of shortages by all users of water in New iexico from
the San Juan River whose uses are hereaifter initiated, aad

the Engineer and the Chairman and reprasentatives of uhe Buresu
of Irndian Affairs have agreed that all such uses should share

proportionately in all water shortages on the basis of their
respective auithorized diversion requirements, .xather thap on
the basis of priority of appropriation,

NOV TELREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT:

1. The attached proposcd bill entitled "To autho-
rize the Secretary of bhe Interior to construct, operate,
and mointain do the Navejo Indian Irrigation Project and the
initial stage of tho Shn vuan~-Caama Projcet aos participating
projects of the Colorado River Storage Project, and for other ‘
purposes, " consisting of the draft made in Prhoenix on Novemder
S, 16537, but comntaining rovisiuns as proposed by tho State

5 e
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Eagincoer of Wew Mexico in scctions 4 ane 7 thereof, is hercby
approved in principle, and the Cornpgress of the United States
is »especiiully urged to enact legislzaiion cunstantially seni-
lar therctio into law at the carlicst p.oaciicable cate, and to
provice funds for carly commeucanent of construction of the
Navaje Indian Irrigation Project and initial stagoe of the San

Juan~Chana Project.

N *
a2l Council is hereby )
discretion advisable in
prove, further chaages
tion, provided tLe

2. The Chairman of the Tr
a2uthorized to conmsider, and if in hi
the interest of tho Navajo Tribe to
and nodifications in. such propose
following principles are always o

(1} 'The Navajo Indian Irrigation Project not be reduced
below a net area of 110,330 acres.

(2) The authorized average annual diversion requirenent
of the Navajo Indian Irrigation Project nct be re-
duced below 508,000 acre feet.

(3) The Project be ‘exclusively for Indian use, and
legislation provide for acquisition ard transie

into trust status of the presently oif-reservat
areas susceptible to irrigation as part of <he
Project.

(4) No use in New Mexico of water of the San Juan River

- - not heretofore zuthorized be given priority ahead

of the Navajo Indian Irrigation Project.

' . CERTIFICATION

I hereby certify that the foregoing resolution was

. duly considered by the Nzvajo Tribal Council at a duly called

neetiag at Window Rock, arizona, at which a quorum was preseav,
and that same was approved by a vote of 70 in favor zngd O
opposed, this 12th day o December, 1957, ' '

/s/ Paul’Jones

Choirman
Navajo Tribal Council
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To authorize the Sccretary of the Interior to construct, oper-—
ate, and watintain in the Navajo Indian Irrigation Project and
the initial stage of the San Juan-Chnwa Project as participate-
ing projects ol the Colorado River Storage Project, and for
other purposes. ,

Be it enacted by the Senztec and House of Represent-
atives of The Unitcd STates of America in Congress assemdled,

That the Congress hereby approves os participating projceccts
of the Coloracdo River Storage Project the Navaio Indian Ir-
rigation Project as described in the Bureau ol Indiazn Affairs
report entitled "Navajo Project, New lMexico reasibility Re-~
port, January 1955," and as modified by the Bureau of Indian
AZfairs Supplewental Report entitled '"Navajo Project, XNew
Mexico Supplemental Report, March 1937 to Feasibility Report,

.January 1855," and the San Juan-Chama Project a2s described

in the. Bureau of Reclamation report entitled "San Juan-Chana

Project, Colorado-New Mexico, November, 1255,'" such projcct

plans and reports having becn preparcd and subnitted as re-

quired undex .the nrov151ons ol the Act of April 11, 183G, 70
tat. 10S5. '

Sec: 2. Pursuant to the provisions of the Act o3
April 11, 1956, 70 Stzt. 105, the Secretary of the Interior
is zuthorized to construct the Navajo Indian Irrigation Pro-
Jject to include a net area of 110,630 acres of land with an
average annual diversion requirewent of 508,000 acre Ffeet
oX water, the repayuent of the costs of constiruction thereof
to be in accordance with the provisions of said Act of Anril
11, 195G, 70 Stat. 105, including, but not limited to Section
4 (d) thereof. -

Sec. 3 (a) 1In order to provide for the most econo-
lnical developwent of the Navajo Indian Irrigation Projecw,
the Secretary of the Interior is hereby authorized and di-

rected to declare by publication in the Federal Register
that the United States of Americal holds in trust for the
Nzvzjo Tribe oi Indians any legal subdivisions or unsurvey-
ed tracts of Federally-owned land ouiside the prosen:t bound-—
ary oi tke Navajo Indicn Reservation .in Now Mexico in Ts. 238
and 29 N., Es. 10 and 11 V., and Ts. 27 and 25 \. , as. 12 anad
13 V., WP, susceptible 1o irrigation as part of the
Navejo Inaizrn Irrigation Project or necessary ror location of
any oI the woris or canals of such proje Provided, however,
7ozt no such logal subdivision or u:survcyod’??dEf—§hall be
S0 deciared to ba held in trust by thoe Uniicd States For iho

. ’//'
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Navajo Tribe until the Navajo Tribe shall have »naid the United
States the full appraised value thereor; and Previded further,
That in making appraisals of such lands the Scerétavy oi tae
Interior shall consider their values as of the date of appreval
of this Act, excluding therefrom the value of all minerals
subject to leasing under the Act of Yechruary 25, 1920, as
amended (30 U.S.C. 181-286), and such leasablie minerals shall
not bo held in trust for the Navajo Tribe and shall continue

to be subject to leasing under the Act of February 25, 1520,

as amended, after the lands containing them have been cdeclared
to be held im trust by the United States foxr the Navajo Tribe. -

(b) The Navajo Tribe is hereby authorized to coa-
vey to the United States, and the Secvetary of the Interior
is hereby directed to accept on benali ox the United States,
title to any land or interest in land within the above-
described townships acquired in fee simple by +he Navajo Tribe,
and after such conveyance said land or interest in land shall
be held in trust by the United States for the Navajo Tribe
as a part of the Navajo Indian Irrigation Project.

(¢) Tho Secretary of the Interior is hereby au-
thorized and directed to acquire by purchase, exchange, oOr
condemnation any other land or interest in land within the
townships above described susceptible to irrigation as part .
of the Navajo Indian Irrigation Project or necessary for
location of any of the works or canals of such project. o

fter such acquisition said lands or interest in-lands shall”’
be held by the United States in trust for the Navajo Tribe
of Indians and the price of such lands or interest in lands
or of the land given in exchange therefor by the United
States shall be charged to funds of the Navajo Tribe of
Indians on deposit in the Treasury of the United States.

Sec. 4 1In developing the Navajo Indian Irrigation
Project, the Secretary of the Interior is hereby authorized
to provide capacity for municipal and industrial water suppliies
or miscellaneous purposes over and above the diversion require~ '
ments for irrigation purposes stated in Section 2 of this Act.
Such additional capacity shall not be constructed ualess,
priox to such construction, contracls shall have been exe-
cuted which the Secretary finds will provide satisfactory
assurance of repayment of all costs assignable to such addi-

" tional capacity.

Sec. 5 The Navajo Indian Irrigation Project shall
be constructed, operated, and maintainod subject to the pro=-
vicions of Section 4 of the Act of April 11, 1956 (43 U.S.C.

: .
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..-70 Stat. 105, shall not apply to the woxrks author
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§ 620¢) to the same oxtent 2s if such projaet were nuthorized
by section 1 of said act (43 U.S.C. § <lu). Payment ol opcr-

ation and maintenance charges of tie iviipntion features of
the Navajo Indian Irrigation Project shaii bo in accordarce
with the provisions of the Act of August 7, 164G, 00 Stat,
§537; Provided, That the Secretary of the Interior in his dis-
cretion may sransfer td the Navajo Tribe of Indians the care,

operation, and maintenance of all or any part of the Xavajo

Indian Irrigation Projcct works, subject to such rules and .

regulotioss as he may prescribe, and in such event, the

Secretary may transfer to the Navajo Tribe title to movable
property necessary to the operation and maintcnance of pro-
ject works.

Sec. 6 Pursuant to the provisions of the Act ol
April 11, 1955, 70 Stat. 105, the Sccretary of the Interior
<1

is authorized to construct, operate and maintain an initizl
stage of thke San Juan-~-Chama Project, in accordance with the
Bureau of Reclamation report entitled, '"Supplemental Report,
San Juan-Chama Project, Colorado-ilew lexico, May 1937," .
said initial stage to have an average annual diversion of /
110,000 acrc feet of water. -

_ Sec. 7 ©Notwithstanding any provision of existing
law, the annual water supply available Irom the San Jjuan

_River and its tributaries above Navajo Dam for thbe projects

authorized herein and all other uses hereaitzesr lawiully io-
itiated in New Mexico shzll be shared in proportioca to the
respective diversion raquirements for sald projects and uses
in any year in which the Secretary of the Interior fimds cthat
the anznual woter supply in addition to water in storage will
be inadequate for said projects and uses,

Sec. S Section 12 of the Act of !
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this Aect. Tnere are hercby .authorized to be &
out oFf arny moaneys in the treasury not otherwis
such funds as may be reguired to carry out the pu
taiz Act, but not to exceed $208,000,000,-
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